Big Cypress National Preserve

Ranger-led Activities
Winter 2004

Big CypressVigtor Center at Oasisislocated mid-way between Naplesand Miami on Highway 41 (Tamiami Trail).
Hoursof operation are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. Closed December 25th. For agreat introductionto Big Cypress
National Preserve, a15 minutemovie, TheLiving Waters of Big Cypress, isavailablefor viewing at the Visitor
Center. Thereisaso ashort wildlifeviewing boardwalktrall and thereis accessto the FloridaNationa Scenic Trall.

JoinaBig Cypressranger for aprogram about thewonders of the Big Cypress Swamp and the Everglades ecosystem.
All activitiesarefree. Makereservations by calling (239) 695-1201. Reservationsare accepted up to 14 daysin
advance of theactivity date.

Swamp Walks- Saturdaysat 10:00 am., Sundaysand Mondaysat 1:00 p.m., starting December 27th. Discover
what’sout there! Thisisagreat way to experience the swamp! Cypressknees and sawgrass makelong pants neces-
sary. Wear sturdy shoesthat you can get wet and muddy. Bring achange of pants, socks and shoesfor your ride home.
Limitedto 20 people. 2- 2 1/2 hours..Reservationsrequired.

CanoeTrips- Saturdaysat 9:30am., starting December 27th. WEe Il provide the canoes or you may bring your own.
Thesetripsvary by weather, water level, tide and ranger’s choi ce of location and duration. Knowing canoeing basicsis
helpful. Limited to 8 canoes: 4 hours. Reservationsrequired.

CampfirePrograms- Fridaysand Saturdaysat7:00 p.m. Friday - Midway Campground. Saturday - Monument
L ake Campground. Topicswill vary by ranger’schoice. Bring alawn chair and insect repellant (justin case). Thereis
no need to make reservations, just drop on by.

BicycleTripsat Bear ISand- Thesecond andforth Sunday of each month starting January 11th. Biketripswill start
at 10:00 a.m. on the second Sunday of the month and at 1:00 p.m. on theforth Sunday.Bring your own sturdy bicycle.
Thisisagreat chanceto spend timeon your bikeseeing avariety of Big Cypresshabitats. Tripsdepart from an access
point north of 1:75, off Highway 29. Detailswill be provided when you makeyour reservation. Limitedto 15 people.
4 hours.

H.P. WilliamsPicnic Area Talks- Join aranger or avolunteer at H.P. Williams picnic areaWednesday and Sunday
afternoonsto learn more about your preserve' snatura history. A spotting scopewill beavailableto get aclose-up look
at alligator sand avariety of birds. Stop by with questionsand for acloser look at thewildlifethat isofteninthearea.

Onyour own: Great for wildlifeand wildflower viewing especially November - May. Tur ner River/Birdon Road
Drive- openprairies, cypressand pines. 17 miles. 45minutes, gravel road. L oop Road - cypress, hammocks, prairies
and pines. 23 miles. 2 hours; 15 milesof gravel, 8 miles paved.

Special Requests- With advance noticewe can send aranger to classrooms, activity centersand auditoriumsfor
special programs. We can also havearangerlead your special group on an adventurein the Preserve. For more
information or to make areservation for these special programs, call (239) 695-1164 or (239) 695-1201.

Comeprepared: carry water, wear sun protection, and bringinsect repellant, snacks, and a
sense of adventure! (Dueto unforseen circumstancesthisscheduleissubject to change.)



